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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


وی 


-O FELLOW-SQUATIERS OF THE Tarp House : 


Another year has passed. Three hundred and ‘sixty- 
five days, with their hours of toil and moments of plea- 
sure, have come and gone since I last had the pleasure of 
addressing the assembled wisdom of the Territory. In 
you, gentlemen, I recognize the utile and ornate represen- 
tatives of an enlightened and edekated constituency. 
Your faces beaming with the transcendant radiance of 
genius and intellect, assure me that from the legislative 
branch of the government of the Territory, the Executive 
may expect aid and assistance of the most valuable kind, 

Since we last met here together, the royal purity of our 
great Democratic party has expanded and spread itself, in 
the triumph of principles over factions, until to-day there 
remains nota single trace of black and hideous fanaticism 
to mar the harmony and prosperity of the Union. The 
commercial effects of Democratic triumphs is always indi- 
cated by a rise in the price of corn whiskey, plug tobacco, 
flannel shirts, brogan boots, and bibles. 

No citizen of Nebraska can cast his optical lumi nariés 
over the plains and prairies of our beautiful territory, with- 
out the involuntary exclamation, “Lots is riz,” escaping 
from his lungs, with the force and sprightliness of a gopher 
from his hole, or a buck from the thicket. 
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A comparison between RKineas ang Nebraska, shows the 
laster Territory in a must conspicuca: and favorable light. 
Industry and thrift. proopcrity and wealth, abound here; 
widle there, poverty and sloth, crime and misery, are gath- 
ered around the hearth of the squatter, and stalking, 
gaunt, haggard and terriy.c, over her prairies. 


Ar now, though my natural modesty would forbid it, 
and my retiring disposition shrink from it, I am, by the 
exigencies and emergencies of the occasion, compelled to 
lay before you the truc cause of this glorious contrast, 
this political antithesis. The true cause, gentlemen, is 
found in the official capacities cf the men whom Pierce and 
Providence have ordained to he vour executive and judi- 
cial directora. Your Goverror dislikes to intrude his acts 
and character upon your time ard paticnee, yet he must, 
in ju-tice to himself, say, that he has peribrmed his duties 
with an energy and impartiality, and a just appreciation 
«f right, which in olden times would have immortalized a 
sovereign, ur canonized a saint. 


As in huilding a cory merar, it is necessary to lay the 
frundation in hard cement, and put tin pans on the tops 
cf corners to keep oat marauding vermin—such as rats, 
gophers, and lizards; so in rearing your laws, and found- 
ing the fature government of a great State, it will be nec- 
cary to lay your laws in the hard cement of brains and 
moral motivcs, in order that those human rats—land- 
sharks, loafers, horse thieves, and politicians—may not 
crawl over into cur territory and rob our people. 


And now, I would,—having elaborated your morals,— 
recommend to you for your careful consideration a Reve- 
nu: Law. In carrying the government through all its lab- 
yrinthine windings, and diabolically circuitous ramifica- 
cations, I have often found myself cramped and disabled. 
pecuniarily, by a negation of funds in the treasury. At 
times, even, to sueh.an extent has it been depleted, that I. 
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have for days and days refrained from smoking segars, and 
also from the use of all beverages ranging higher than 
five cents per glass. I do not refer to my self-denial ego- 
tistically, but solemnly and mournfully, sorrowing at the 
drinks which I found not when I was athirst. And I have 
no hesitancy in recommending to you that atax be levied 
of one mill on each drink taken in the territory at a pub- 
lic bar. By a careful calculation, based upon my own’ 
experience and observation, and that of the Secretary, I 
have ascertained that a tax of this kind will provide a rev- 
enue of seven hundred dollars, six cents, and two mills 
per day, including Sundays. This law, too, while it would 
give aldermanic proportions to the territorial purse, and 
dignity to your Executive, would also induce temperance, 
virtue and happiness throughout the land. It is therefore 
earnestly recommended to your candid and unbiassed delib- 
erations. 

And now I come to consider the use, importance, and 
benificence of a well-regulated system- of schools. By a 
careful perusal of the Police Gazette, I have found, that, 
ten out of every eleven forgeries, which recently have 
startled the bulls and bears of Wall street from their gold- 
en slumbers, were committed by men who could neither 
read nor write. I have further ascertained that horse 
thieves are seldom able to read the rewards which are 
offered for them, and thus are ignorant of the esteem and 
high estimation in which they are held by the public. I 
would then recommend a memorial to Gov. Slade, of Ver- 
mont, for an immediate shipment to Nebraska of fifteen 
hundred school ma’ams, not under sixteen, nor over twen- 
ty years of age. Such a measure would not only greatly 
improve, but by proper culture, greatly increase the rising 
generation. A memorial to General Government upon 
this topic is also suggested. 

And now I conie to speak of the disposal of the public 
lands. I therefore commend to you the proposition, that 
you memorialize Congress to grant each actual settler a 
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ecetion of 640 acres, tozether with the right to ocecupy 
and impreve the remainder of the township in which he 
lives. f would do this from the fact that titles are very 
insceure and uncertain. In short, they are so much soas 
to remind me of the early times of my native State, where 
there were years and years that titles were so conflicting 
that it was ucterly impossible to distinguish the most com- 
ma Citizen from a major, a colonel, or a general; a time 
which Ír member with horror, and which I fear is fast 
nding a prototype in Nebraska. In this connection I 
recommend that two new land offices be established—one 
north and one south of the Platte river;—and as I have, 
tw my suavity of manners, pleasing address, and official 
influcnes, secured an equal number of lots in every point 
In the territory, it is immaterial to me where their location 
mav he made. Though I have no doubt that our delegate 
in Congress will endeavor to so arrange matters as to ben- 
¢ it his friends end punish his enemies, by the determing- 
Con of the leeations; and would suggest that those who 
vote fr his becoming Publie Printer, will undoubtedly 
Fe eossed under the head of endearing and priceless 
irs nd ip. 

Leaving the eon-ideration of the Public Lands, we are 
Fred to observe the want of a Surveyor-General im the 
SEa System of cur Territory. Our Major and Briga- 
cictacnerals, and tha members of their staff, are well 
excogh in their placca; but, having become distended with 
ihe dignity of their positions so as to ceeupy a great share 
c? tho pablie demain in their daily walk, a Surveyor-Gen- 
era, to mark out the land necessary for their oceupation, 
is an indispensable necessity. One who would as soon 
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car tho fee after the liquor has frozen, as to imbibe it in a 
liqni state, would be preferred in this seetion of country. 

Tne Cais; Building, during the past year, has pro- 
ceo: cd upward at an average specd of one ineh per day, 
ca af a ert of 287.15 per inch, until the appropriation, 
rode by Congress, Las all been generously disbursed, ac- 
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cording to previous arrangement, among the citizens of 
Omaha City and Council Bluffs. On this happy result, I 
eongratulate them, and, also, myself; feeling confident that: 
I have thus merited their approval and support, and, also, 
that I have received it, judging from various tokens of re- 
spect, such as corner lots and scrip. 


And now, judging from surrounding circumstances, I 
am inclined to the belief that a Penitentiary is greatly 
needed by most of our citizens, but especially those of 
Bellevue and Florence. I would, therefore, suggest that 
a memorial to Congress for the necessary appropriation, be 
immediately made. Such a step, gentlemen, may secure 
to some of you a home in your declining years. 

Looking around us we perceive, from the abundance of 
game—deer, elk, poker, bluff, bragg, buffalo, and old 
sledge—that a zoological survey of the Territory is de- 
manded. We therefore suggest the propriety of taking 
measures to secure it. 

I come now to consider the late brutal and savage at- 
tack of the Pawnees upon the peaceful inhabitants of our 
inland settlements. My heart is filled with grief, 
my soul sickens, when I contemplate the ravages of 
these inhuman monsters—their attack upon the gallant 
militia of the Territory—their onslaught upon the 
officers, and the deadly fire they poured upon their 
privates. But this, together with the several hun- 
dred dollars which have escaped from my own pockets - 
to pay their surgeons and their rations, render the theme 
painful and unpleasant; language fails of the expressive- 

ness which it demands, and mournfully suggesting that 


the several hundred would be very thankfully received 


from any source whatever, I forbear further remarks 
upon this lachrymose topic. 过 i 
Our Territorial Library, consisting of several copies... 
of Todd on Charity, Allen’s Alarm, Fletcher’s Christian 
Perfection, and Comb on the Head, is in an excellent. 
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state of preservaion.—ewing probably to the fact that 
they are sellom read. 

Having thus reviewed our necessities and our present 

condition, I cannot forhear noticing the appreciation of 
property in Omaha City, where, within six months, lots 
have risen from $200 to 83000; which fact I hereby 
fend out to the world in a pamphlet form, at the expense 
of our common Uncle Samuel,—a method of advertising, 
the shrewdness and sagacity of which, the dullest must 
perceive and admire. 
_ And now, Gentleman, this may perhaps be the last 
time thot I shall have the pleasure of meeting you in an 
official capacity: the thought weighs me down with inex- 
presscbie grief However, I hope to continue in my posi- 
tion as Governor for years to come. But in order that 
my hopes may not prove futile, nor be dissipated in mis- 
fortune, I would meekly suggest the propriety of your 
líon. Body’s memorializing the President Elect to contin- 
ue me in office. Sach a -tep taken by you at an early 
time in your deliberation, mey not retard the Executive 
approval, nor witheld the Executive autograph from cer- 
tain bills, and cherters, whieh I know very well many of 
you are expecting to beeome laws. 

Trusting that the Exeeutive and the Secretary may 
rule over nnd direct your Legislative action, with the same 
kind care end aicetionate solicitude, which have charac- 
terized them in former years, and that they may make 
you end your works redound to their glory and renown 
forever and forever, and so guide your deliberations as to 
“promote the general weal, welfare, tranquility, serenity, 
peace and prosperity of our infant Territory, is your 
anxious Executive’s anxious and solicitudinous aspiration 


and desire, 
STERLING MORTON, 


Squatter Governor. 


PROCLAMATION. 


WHEREAS, the President of the United States has issued his 
proclamation, calling to the service of the United States an addi- 
tional volunteer force of infantry and cavalry, to serve three years 
unless sooner discharged; and the Secretary of War having as- 
signed one regiment to the Territory of Nebraska: Now, therefore, 
I, Alvin Saunders, Governor of the Territory of Nebraska, do issue 
this proclamation, and hereby call upon the militia of the Terri- 
tory imuiediately to form, in the different counties, volunteer com- 
panies, with a view of entering the service of the United States 
under the aforesaid call. Companies, when formed, will proceed to 
elect a Captain and two Lieutenants. The number of men required 
in each company will be made known as soon as the instructions 
are received from the War Department, but itis supposed now 
that it will not be less than seventy-eight men. As soon as a com- 
pany has formed and has elected its officers, the Captain will re- 
port the same to the Adjutant General's office. Efforts are being 
made to trample the stars And stripes—the emblem of our liberties 
一 ia the dust. Traitors gfe in the land, busily engaged in trying 

overthrow the Government of the United States and informa- 
7 been received that these same traitors are endeavoring to 


ineite an invasion of our frontier by a savage foe. In view of 


these facts, I invoke the aid of every lover of this country and his 
home to come promptly forward to sustain and protect the same. 
Done at Omaha, this’18th day of May, 1861. 
By the Governor, 
ALVIN SAUNDERS, 


Y 


A. S. PADDOCK, Secretary of Nebraska. 


There are no statistics in the office showing the part taken by 
them against the Indians. The following order was issued upon 
the expiration of their term of service: 


STATE OF NEBRASKA, ADJUTANT GENERAL S DEP'T. 
February 12th, 1865. ) 


GENEEAL ORDERS, NO. 4. 

The commander-in-chief tenders to the several militia com- 
panies organized during the past summer under General Orders 
No.—, thanks on behalf of the people of Nebraska, and compli- 
ments them 211 for the ready and willing response to the call, as 
well as the bravery and endurance with which they have met the 
perilous duties they have been called upon to undergo. Leaving 
behind them all the comforts of home, they, the citizen soldiers 
of Nebraska, marched cheerfully and without a murmur, and 
whenever duty called, were to be found on the the alert to repel 
the skulking attack of the treacherous Indian foe. The battles of 
Plum Creek and Cottonwood attest their bravery; scouts and 
skirmishes without number bear witness to the hard and perilous 
duties they had to perform, and testify also to the willingness 
these citizen soldiers manifested. 


Their conduct during the fall and winter campaign warrants 
the assertion that, should there again be a call for Nebraska to 
defend her frontier against savage foes, her citizens will at least 
emulate the example of these noble men. 


By order of the Commander-in-Chief: 
B. S. Knox, Adjutant General. 
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SECRETARY AND ACTING (i0VLRNOR OF THE TERRITORY OF - 


ALGERNON S PADDOCK, | 
NEBRASKA. ۱ 


To all to whom these Pre-enta shall come, Greeting: 

Know ve that. rep. ain, special confidence in the fidelity, patri- 
otim and courage of Frederick Renner of Otoe county, Nebraska 
Territory, Algernon S, Paddock, Secretary and Acting Goveruor 
of the Teritory of Nebraska, in the name and by authority 
villa] in me, da hereby appoint and commission him Captain 
of “toe County Reserve.” Second Brigade, Nebraska Militia, and 
Ede authorive, empower, and require him to exeeute aud fulfil the 
duties of the office according to law; and to have and to hold said 
office, with all the rig hte, authorities, privileges and emoluments 
thereunto appertaining for and during and until His suecessor is 
۱111111 مه‎ 

In witness wherouf, I have hereunta set my hand and caused 
to be atfived the Great Seal of the Territory. 

Done at Omaha, this 1th vi of June, in the year 


eae of our Lord One Thousand, Eight Hundred and 
planes Sixty-two. 


ALGERNON S. PADDOCK. 


HEALOUARTERS NEDPRASRA NATIONAL GU ARD, ) 
Adjutant General's Office. - 
Lincoln, Nebraska, June 20, 1008 


SPECIAL GRDURS, NO. fh. 


L It appearing from the records and documents in the Adju- 
tant Generals Office that DOCTOR FREDERICK RENNER, 
formerly of Nebraska City, now of Omaha, was duly commission- 
ed as Captain of a Military Company known as the “ Otoe County 
Reserve,” of the Second Brigade, Nebraska Militia, on June I9, 
Use bee ou. Algernon S. Paddock, the secretary and Acting 
CGosernor of the Territory of Nebraska, and that he served with 
distinction as company commander during the Indian uprising 
in 1864, rendering efiicient military service in the protection of the 
lives and property of the frontier settlers and immigrants on the 
Little Blue and Republican Rivers, repelling attacks by night and 
day of the airt and relentless warriors of the Sioux and Cheyenne 
Tribes of Indians, showing marked endurance and bravery in the 
many scouts, skirmishes and campaigns of those perilous times 

and doing his whole duty as a gallant and able officer, 

IL And it further appearing that in the multiplicity of duties 
devolving upon the Military Department of the Territory of Ne- 
braska incident to the War of the Rebellion and the terrible incur- 
sions ef hostile Indians, no discharge was given at the time to 
the wfiicers and enlisted men in the military service of the 
Territory of Nebraska known as the organized militia, other than 
a General Order issued by the commander-in-chief bearing date 
of February 12, TS0 tendering thanks on behalf of the people of 
Nebraska tu the several militia companies, dispensing with their 
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further service and complimenting them on their bravery and 
endurance in the performance of their perilous duties, and that a 
formal discharge has never been granted Frederick Renner; 

111, H is therefore ordered that CAPTAIN FREDERICK 
RENNER be and is hereby HONORABLY DISCHARGED from 
the military service as Captain of the “ Otoe County Reserves”’, 
Second Brigade, Nebraska Militia, fo date from February 12, 1865. 

By Command of the Governor, EZRA P. SAVAGE: 

L. W. COLBY, Adjutant General, 
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To Whom it May Coùcern: R 

This is to certify that I was personally acquainted with Fred- 
erick Renner, a respectable physician of Nebraska City, in the 
summer and fall of 1857, having made his acquaintance at Ne- 
braska City, County of Otoe, then Territory of Nebraska? That he 
was a commissioned officer of a volunteer Militia Cavalry Com- 
pany (who furnished their own horses and accoutrements), viz: 
Captain of the Otoe County Reserves. That the position which I 
held from the year 1861, and subsequent thereto was an elective. 
office, and that said Renner was a subordinate officer under me, 
And F further state that said Captain Renner did, in his double 
capacity as scout and surgeon of Militia, render valuable serv- 
ice to his Regiment, in repelling Indian raids from June, 1862, 
from my personal knowledge, and from reliable reports, rendered 
efficient service also in the years 1864 and 1867. That he was 
noted for is bravery and public spirit, and as such volunteer 
did not ask or receive compensation for his services, but rend- 
ered efficient service in protecting the overland travelers and ter- 
ror-stricken settlers when their lives were in actual peril from 
hostile Indians. 

Fron official and other reliable reports, I have learned that 
Col. O. P. Mason, of the First Regiment, Second Brigade Nebraska 
Militia, who at the same time held the position of United States 
Provost Marshal for the Sonthern District of Nebraska, did en- 
trust Captain Renner, of said brigade, on the 7th day of August, 
1864, with all the available arms and ammunition, then under the 
control of said Mason, viz: Twenty-seven muskets and two thous- 
and rounds of buck and ball cartridges to-arm the frontier set- 
tlers and emigrants, and that said Mason ordered him to place 
himself between the settlers and pursuing Indians, in the vi- 
vinity of Blue River, said state, which said Renner did 
promptly and satisfactorily, compelling the Indians to aban- 
don a large portion of their stolen stock and plunder. 

To my best knowledge and belief, Captain Renner has 
never claimed or received any compensation for his militia 
Service from any Ssource., 

I might add that Captain ‘Renner was in those years in good 
circumstances, financially, and liberal almost to a fault; but now he 
is old and needy. In my opinion, the United States Government 
ought to treat him Jike all others who stood by it during perilous 
times on the frontier in the Sixties. ISAAC COE, 

Ex-General Second Brigade Nebraska Militia. 

Nebraska City, Neb., March 5, 1896. 


REPRESENTATIVE HALE. 
Lincoln, Nebraska. February, 18th, 1589. 
To Whom it May Concern: : 

LO. P. Macon, hereby certify, that on or about the Tth day of 
August ist [ was Colonel Commanding the 2nd Regt of Nebraska 
Militia and on said day Dr. F. Renner was detailed and ordered to 
vialt Little Bine and place himsclf and men between the settlers 
and pursuing Indians, which he did; and that I am not aware that 
he was ever paid or received any pay for said services. 

(Signed) O. P. MASON. 
(Later Chie? Justice of Nebroskg.} 


1 
j 


Omaha, Nebraska, March jth, 1596, 


Keferring to the foregoing statement of Isaac Coe, late General 
of the Second Brigade, and Judge O. P. Mason, late Colonel of the 
First Regiment, 2nd Brigade Nebraska Territorial Militia, 1 have 
no hesitancy in saying that I have no doubt of the accuracy of the 
gtaroments made by these officers. 

I have had the pleasure of an acquaintance with Captain Ren- 
ner far nearly thirty-five years and know him to bea true and 
leval citicen., whose claim I am sure is just and correct, and am 
sure it has never been paid by the Territory or State, 

ALVIN SAUNDERS, 
o iix-Governor of Nebraska Territory. 


Arbor Lodge, April 29, 1897. 
DR. EREDERICE RENNER, 
iw Hamilton Ste Omaha. 
My Doar Doctor:— 

E have your highly appreciated communication 
of the Zoti inst. and hasten to say that I chall be very much grati- 
hed, if Icean be of amy service to you in the matter about which 
you write. But, I fear your case is like that of Jas. Kitchie for 
whom I endeavored to secure a pension comething Hike a year ago. 
He wae enlisted in the same company with yeu; he had every 
proof necessary for the sccurement of the pension. But, the regi- 
ment was nerer mustered into serrice of the United States. It 
was Stmplv a militia regiment of the Territory of Nebraska. 
The servier ia readily proved, but there can be no pension secured 


until after some special legislation which shall authorize the pay- 


ment of pension to that regiment of the Nebraska Territorial 
militia t+ which you belonged. 

Four service J remember perfectly” well was giren without 
vonmpensatign and se was a vers good horse of mine which I 
contributed to Colonel Oliver Perry Mason when the expedition set 
out from Nebraska City. The horse and rider have both disap- 
peared. The tirst I have never missed, the later made a great void 
in my secial life. There was no need of your enclosing the papers 
which Eherewith return, for the purpose of refreshing my memory. 
Your service to the frontier at that time impressed itself upon 
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tay mind, and I shall be only too happy if I can be of any service 
to you, either in the matter of securing a pension or position, 
though of course, I would not sign an application or recommenda- 
ation for a political place, under the present administration. ` 

Assuring you of my friendship, my esteem, and my wish to 
serve you whenever the opportunity may offer, I am, 

Your friend, 
J. STERLING MORTON. 
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= EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, March 19, 1896. 


CAPTAIN ERED'K. RENNER, 
2423 Emmet St., Omaha. 

Bear Sir:— ۲ 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the 9th inst. with 
enclosures testifying to your distinguished conduct in behalf of 
the early settlers of this state as captain of the.second brigade of 
the Nebraska Militia, with a request for an honorable discharge. 

I have referred the entire matter to the Adjutant General with 
a request that he take such action as seems to be proper in the 
premises. 

Allow me to extend to you sincere congratulations upon the 
honorable record which you have made as one of theearly citizens 
of this commonwealth. 


1 


Very truly yours, 
SILAS. A. HOLCOMB. 


EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, } 
Lincoln, Nebraska, March 26, 1896. $ 


CAPTAIN FREDERICK RENNER, 
2224 Emmet Street, Omaha, Neb, 
My Dear Sir:— 
Your letter of March 9th, 1896 with very flattering testimonials 
of your services to the state inthe troublesome times between 1861 
and 1865, has been received. I have conferred with the Adjutant- 
General of the state regarding your request for a discharge and in 
reply would say that according to the laws of the state of Nebras- 
ka your age exempts you from further services. I notice with 
gratification your offer of services in the event of the occasion 
arising. Itis to men who express sentiments of that kind that 
the state looks in times of need for help in upholding its dignity 
and maintaining the supremacy of the law. 
I herewith return your inclosures. 
_ With kind personal regards, I am, 
Yours very truly, 
SILAS. A. HOLCOMB. 
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Press Comments. 


Nebraska «ity Tribune, J une 25, ID. 


Dr, Frederick Renner, for many years a resident of this city, 
but for come time past living in Omaha, cuis a figure in today’s 
dispatches. Away back in the early Ys, Dr. Renner engaged in 
the military scrvice of the territory of Nebraska. This was at the 
time of the Indian outbreak in the Little Blue and Republican 
Valleys, when the Sious and Cheyennes came down and made 
such mischief along the stage routes and among the pioneer 
acttlers. Dr. Renner enlisted from Nebraska City, in June, 1802, as 
surgeon of the Sccond Regiment of the First Brigade of Nebraska 
Volunteer Cavalry. He did some special scouting work and dur- 
ing the latter part of his work was captain. He remained in this 
capacity until the militia troops were disbanded by general orders. 
It appears that a formal discharge was never granted him, owing 
te the confusion of all kinds of records during the dark days of 
the ref elkom Dr. Renner’s military record, liowever, was one that 
he had reason to be proud of, and he has desired to have a 
formal, honorable discharge from the service, to leave to his 
ehiblren as a part of his family record. Im compliance with his 
desire, Governor Savage yesterday issued a formal discharge to 
him as captain of the Otee County Reserve, to date from February 
12411, 1۳4, : 

Dr. Renner has been working for this obiect for some time 
past. The leciaicture of 1831 appropriated some $700 for his benefit 
as back pay. J. Sterling Morton interested himself im the matter, 
and the state Tourual today publishes a letter which he wrote to 
Dr. Renner in oc. It is written in Mr. Morton's characteristic 
style and shows a distinct recollection of all circumstances of the 
affair, Mr. Morton mentions also that he himself donated a very 
goad horse to Col. Oliver Perry Matom for use in the campaign, 
receiving nO payment anc never seeing anything more of the 
horse. - 


۱۱102103 Dally News, Saturday, Juce 21, 1s. 


Yinecola, June 2i1—Dr, Frederick Renner of Omaha was honor- 
ably discharged from the state military service yesterday on a 
speeial crder of Adjutant General Colby. Dr. Renner served as 
captain of the Otoe County Reserve forty vears ago in their cam- 
pains against the Sioux and Cheyenne. The Indians burned and 
killed everything in sight from Fort Leavenworth, Kans., to Fort 
Kearney, Neb. and the Otoc Reserves did good work in quelling 
them, engaging in several battles in 1554. The company was dis- 
handed thirty years aco, but the doctor has never been discharged. 


senh Boe, gUn Si, 142 


Under the authority given by the governor, Adjutant General 
Colby this afteraoon issued a special order honorably discharg- 
ing Dr. Frederick Renner, of Omaha, from the state military ser- 
vice, Dr. Renner was Captain of the Otoe County Reserves in the 
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time of the Indian uprising along the Little Blue and in the Re- 
publican valley, but was never officially released from service, 
though his company disbanded nearly thirty years ago. 

“Dr. Renner’s company performed a valuable service in the 
campaign against the Sioux and Cheyennes in the early 60's,” 
said general Colby. “The Indians of these: two tribes became 
hostile and several disastrous battles with the whites occured, 
one of which was on the site of the town of Nelson. The Indiana 
dismantled and burned overland stations all the way from Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, to Fort Kearney, Nebraska. Dr. Renner’s 
company was in the middle of the ight, which began in August, 
1864.” 
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The Conservative, December 23, {s38.—Written by J. Sterling Morton. 


The last effective assaults of savages upon the outposts of 
civilization in southeastern Nebraska transpired in August 1864, 
when the Sioux Indians ravished the Little Blue valley, burning 
property, slaughtering stock and killing and scalping many of 
the settlers up to Clark's ranch where “the Overland” trail left the 
Blue river and struck out for Fort Kearney. Immediately upon 
the receipt of news of that raid and its atrocities, Nebraska City 
and Otoe county were afire with indignation and zeal to adminis- 
ter vengeance. Among otherthings which inspired the people to 
hasten the organization of a courageous and avenging pursuit of 
miscreants, was the fact that several young women and girls of a 
family named Roper had been taken away ‘by the Indians and 
subject to a terrible captivity. That family was well-known and 
highly esteemed in Nebraska City where they had previously 


lived for some years. 
COL. O. P. MASON. , 


Colonel Oliver P. Mason, who was subsequently the chief Jus- 
tice of the state of Nebraska, recruited a few militiamen and start- 
ed in eager chase of the Indians within a week from the first news 


of the massacre. 
DR. FRED RENNER. 


Among those who accompanied Colonel Mason were many 
prominent and:brave citizens of Otoe county. But for the purpose 
of this sketch their names are not nécessary. This reminiscence 


is only as to trophies brought home by Dr. Frederick Renner who. 


was a gallant, active and efficient member of the command, which 
served without compensation, and endured many privations and 
considerable sacrifices of personal interests and property for the 
sake of the commonweal. 

At one crisis Colonel Mason ordered Dr. Renner to place him- 
self and twenty men under his orders, between the fleecing settlers 
and the pursuing savages. This order Dr. Renner carried out 
with courage and skill and in doing so distributed to the whites 
along the Little Blue and the Sandy twenty-five hundred rounds 
of ammunition. Not long after this feat, which required coolness 
and cunning, as well as bravery, Dr. Renner, with six frontiersmen 
who were armed with Spencer rifles and Colt revolvers, took the 
trail of forty retreating Sioux warriors and pursued them across 
the Republican river and far into northern Kansas. The topo- 
grapy of that country was like a well-read book to Doctor Renner, 


use. : 


: 
» 


because, as a Sitrveyor of government lands, he had traversed and 
studied them with Chief Surveyor Charles A. Manners in the 

. years 1857 and 1838. 

* Atlast returning to Nebraska City Doctor Renner exhibited 
to his admiring friends and a wondering neighborhood the 
trophies of his excursion into “the enemy’s country,’ and among 
them were three scalps. 

Two of them were adorned with Ilong locks of hair which, 

I black as night, were woven or braided together, and so oiled that 

they clistened in changing lights and shades like ebony that has 

* been polished. -But from the third scalp depended long rich 

tresses of a beautiful blonde which had evidently been taken from 
the head of some unfortunate white woman. Together these gory 

l and ragged reminders of barbarities, too hideous to be described, 

۱ were a horrible certification of the savagery of warfare upon the 

lines of those borders where barbarism and civilization collide. 
After some time Doctor Renner, having properly prepared 
| \ and preserved them with alum, tannin and arsenic presented the 
t scalps to our late highly esteemed and sincerely lamented towns- 
man, Mr. Frederick Beyschlag, who transmitted them tọ his ven- 
erable father residing at Noerdlingen, a thriving city ín central 

Bavaria. Upon the death of senior Beyschag, some years since, 

none of his heirs would accept this ghastly personal property as 

an inheritance; and so the three historic scalps from southeastern 

Nebraska passed into the hands of Herr Offenhauser, the leading 

hair-dresser and wig-maker of Noerdlingen, in the show window 

af whose establishment on the carn market of that thriving Ger- 
wait + itv may SEH be scen, by the passers-by any day, those tragi- 
talteen id rs and resies of tlic savagery and slaughter which inthe 
sume Fol it FEY. deed mo beautiful and fertile valley af the 

Pome Riac ni 90 contented propie from 
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